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THE AMERICAR THESIS

By row you have beem intreduced in very bacic terme to a mmbar of
significant units of infmrmation. Wo have attempted to show you yhat
intelligence is, what its objectives are, and some of the besic techniques
of proguring and handling information of intelligence walus, During this
last week wo hawe tried to make olear the basic theoriss snd tactics, and
the organisaticns through vhich the thecrics are implemented, of our rri-
mary oppositisn at the recent tims - the Soviet Uniom and world coemmimn,

A mmber of things are, of oourse, still lacking. The implemertation
of clandostine operations will be the subject matter of the oourss of study
most of you vill take naxt, And in othsr courses you will be introduced to
" the funotiomsl erganisation of CIA which was pressmted here only in general
terms, But at this particular time, smong the other things which seem to be
nssded, we fesl, is a reintroduction or recrientetion to some of our own
besis rremises - which, for vant of a better term, we have called The
Amerisap Ihpsla. There are twe importent reasons uhy we consider this to
be adviseble, PFirst, our thesis, omr way of living, is under constant attack
by our opronsuts (and sometimes by our friends and potential friends). Some
dmmamrmma;mammmmm«w. Sinee
ve have detivted same attention to the theories of those oppoments, & stete-
mtetmthedsiainw.parﬁﬂhﬂysinmmwﬁatﬁh
insomparably better than that of the Commnists, In addition to clarifying
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Ons of the groatest ettributes of this country - yet philesorhically
one of the most diffioult - 1s that our social and political beliefs are
mors in the nature of a tradition and a tendency than a well-knit doctrine
or unified theory, Our beliefs are more in the nature of a seriss of values

~ which Amerdcans have found to provide a better, mors flexible guide to social,

economic and political activity than any of the soecslle! systems. As one
eminent philosopher hes put 1t: "It is one of the signs of a demoerscy's
vitality that attempts to define it or turn it into a creed fall short of
the truth and gensrally sound silly, If we ever take to solemmly rehesrsing
slogans and formmlas, we shall be mear the end of our rope,"

If there osn be any single characterisation of the Amerdoan way of
living, it weuld seem to ho that it is experimental, Our attitudes more
often than not have been historically sexperimental in the search for the
"good 1ife", With eome notable ecceptions, of course, the general tanor of
the American Thesis in our experiment has reflscted over meny years pluralism,
practicality, common semss, adventure, flexibility, end Lo\ . insongruonsly

as some might think), religiosity,
Approved For Release 1ﬂfgqﬂmTEB\-RDP78-03362A000100010002-5



Approved For Release @é&!@%&mp?s-ommom00010002-5

-4-

I think ws can agree with = concept which many would call typlisally
American - that finality of jJudgment ia not & prerogative of man end that
therefore our oxparimentel approach to the quest for the good 1ife pust be
contimously reviewed and the evidense of results continuously veighed,

As Sidnay fook has said, "It is the willingness to reconsider first rrinci~
ples in the light of relevant evidence,..,,which is the sign of the liberal
and mature mind,"

Evidence of this 1s that by and large we have been concerned with
practiosl rather than theoretical philosophy. And as & result we have been
more interested in the direction our bellefs point to, the results they
produce, It is true that this conoern with the precticsl has meds us wul-
nereble to the oriticisms not only of our snemies tut also frequently of
our friends. The charge is that besause of our practical, experimental
approach, we have beceme too absorbed with mundene matters and have given
too 14ttle thought to spiritual and kindred affairs, Naturally, absorption
with the practical has made materialists out of many Amaericans.

Yot it is nevertreless true that our retiomalism has led many Americans
to strong, idealistic points of view on many subjects. Consider the wvitality
of religion in this country, Certainly one axplamatlor for that fact, which
often hes been ignored or mismnderstood zbroad, is thst by and large

Americons of s11 religious persuasions have rejectod the notiom that the
"Padth of our fothers" is a static thing, I do not mesn that this is an

exelusive quality, unigue in America; tut it is sasily observabtle here,
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Religion is, or at least we recognize that it should be, a dymemic force
vhich 1tself implies that wo rust examine and Imow what we profess, for
otherwise it may not be trus, The essential fact that God exists nesd
not, or may not, be sulmitted to comstant questioning, TYet the vecullar
vitality and the remarkable expression of faith which cheracterizes
religien in America does not come from mere acceptance of cur fathers!
religlon, but yather fyom our constent demands that it be our religion aa
well and that it work, Faith and reason ars not mutually exelusive,
Americans evidently underst.nd this, and it has been our ocncern with
practioality, emong other things, which has led us %o this mature

comprehension,

In all aspocts of Americen living there has come the gemsral acceptance
of the notion that reason gnd feeling must be acoepted not as conflioting
forces, but as ¢ team without whose squal pull 1ittle or nothing could
be acsomplhished, that only a limited acceptance of a single point of view
is valid because it must be modified Ly an acoeptance of other viewpoints
end attitudes,

When we oome to contrsting the American approach with that of the
Marxist to the quest for the pood soolsty and the solution of problems
standing in the way, we should indicate at least that they stem perhaps
from the sems rational basis in that ve try renerally to gulde and hold
most of ocur opinions by the use of reason -~ as they say they do. But
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the mejor distinotion comes in the completely different way we have of
holding end epplying owr opinions and beliafs,

“e have no oomplete, absclute metaphysical explanation of reality,

based upon an ebstraction such as the dimlestic., We have not errived at one
single, fimdamental philosophic belief. Ve have no ready-made, nat forsmlae
whioh offer guarantees of attaining our goals and solving our problems,
Even in timee of great crisis we have not consciously sought THE answer to
our problems, THE way out of our difficulty, Fortunately for ns, we have
nethedtasubscﬁbewthemdactﬂnethatthmmbemwdenly
one solution,

If we can agree that the Amerdican approzch and the Marxist spproach
are similar in that they both try to be retional, we should quickly say
that there the similerity ends, Marxist application of remsem hes resulted
in rational-materielism, called "historical-materialism”, which claims o
scientific basis and a complote answer to the problens of philasa’phy porals,
economise, politics and every other phenomenon in man's exporisnce, The
partioular ypy in which this belief has been held by the Oomimmists has
resulied in a completely irrational absolutism, Theirs is a system whiah
refuses to recognize the valddity of any other axplanation of reality or
of man's historical processes. Theirs 4s a system whick refuses to re-
examine its own bellefs in the lipht of nev evidence, gxcept to rationalize
it in such a menner that the new evidence will c;snfora with ths dogmatic

beliefs,
RESTRICTED
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The sppeal of this systam has resulted from the fact that it does
provids meat an! seemingly reassuring answers to thoss who feanl the need
for final solutions to the vast mmber of problems confronting them,

For oursslves, we can recognize the faot that the Marxdst has recdy
answers for most ef theéo nrobleu, and ve can further raalize thst ideslly
solutions to 1ifficulties of all sorts ars desirabls, DBut because of
practloel historical experience, we kmow that the answers in the form of

& monolithie wordd view ars false,

Since, then, we have rejected the Marxist appronch and hevs reasomed
that our practieal, nop.abstract philsscphy is more valid, what can we say
about our comeept of truth? We can say, I think, thet if an idee vhich
some say has in it the quality of truth, the idea must -et 1tself accepted
in the market-place of ideus, This is, as we heve seen, the typlcally
Americen, expespimentel philesophy vhich has an inherent distrust of abe
stractions, This has been called Ppagmeiism - an approack to philesophy
vhich may be defined as the doctrine olaiming that the meaning of conosptions
is to te sought in their practical bearings,

William James has thic to say:

The truth of an idea is not a stagnant property inherent in it,

Truth happens to an idea, It begomeg trus, is gade true by eventa:

its verity ig in fact an event, a process: the rroceas namely of

varifying itself, its veri - ficstiop. Its walidity is the proocess

of valid - ation . . . The truth is the name of whatever proves itself

to te good in the way of balief, and rood, toc, for definite assignable

T RESTRICTED
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In other words, truth ciumot be merely an abstraction, Truth is an
mww,wm‘mwmiﬁistmmmMmm
demonstrstion of the fact thet the prinsiple worke in prmotice,

iIn the original semso thers is an irraticmality sbout Pragmatisn,
For ihe selection of & principle implies an aet of will, a choice, vhich
mey not st the partienlar roment lend 1tself to retional rxoof. An
Nlusteation of this 13 to bs found in the cass where Americsns (aot without
some historfosl rwecedant, to be sure) assumed that thely beliefs ware true
and acted to make them so, The valus end worth of democrscy, of fresdom,
of equality were amsumed, The oonsequances of these principles were evelusted
and thersafter Anericans have ocmrdtted themselves to meking them work,
You eamwt visualize an American belleving in Freodom merely as an sbatwaction,
The faot that it 1s a troe prinaiple 1s the faot that it vorks,

dnd o the lwoad formuls hes becoms "A bellef is true if it works,”
Baturally you will quickly ase the danger in this exiom. Far example, -
some would say that slavery “worked®, The kay word in the phrase is, of
nourss, “works®, which cen meen different things in diffarent situations,
I% can mean:

s, "oush value® - that 1s, to "work" means to arrive at the facts or
end vhich the Lellaf predicts (truth must be found in sxperience-
empirician, '

b, Harmony with other beliefs - it must be consistent with snd conmpatible
wvith othar things which ve believe, {(In this respect we could not
say that alavery worked). The total result must be conasistent,
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However, if only these two qualificetions were taken literully -
preguatism would encoursge each man to adopt the hellefs whioh worked
bast for him . regardless of their agreament with any other personts beliefs,
Byt - 4t does not york to be out of scoord with the beliefs of ona'e
neighbers, To work perfectly - a belief must alse be in harmony with the
bellefs of other people.

Thus -~ "individual pregmatism® tends to rive way to “sceial pregmtisn” -
which holds that balief to be true which works for ths great majerity of
people in the long run, The truth of a belisf cen then only be determined
by a long course of gogial periment. This seems to be the prevalling
types of rhilosophy in Amerdss today, Those bellefs which we hold - in
religion - ethies . government, ote,, are those which expeyisnce shows to
promote the welfare of the mass of memkind after long trial,

A further develormsnt of this "social pragmatism® ig ths soncept that
the only juatification for prineiples and concepte is achisvemant - progress
marked out alomg the lines of the origimal design, It must be shown that
the system leads to some valuabls result vhich was not there at the
beginning, Also means and ends must be kept in close harmomy, Under
cortain ciroumstances which are welledefined and wellaundaerstood, the end
dosg Justify the means., Tho critical point to oonsider here, however, is
that%wﬁmiamﬁﬁmlm&afactmtithcmswmthat
wes originally mropossd and accepted, Mhﬁmm

If the meens we employ in a glven situstion are good tut the end does
not work, we st re~axamine, rovise or reject the premise invelved, If the
Approved For Release 1QQRESI?R‘ﬁE-!RDP78-03362A000100010002-5
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ond 12 vorth seeking but the means interfere or result in feilure, the
moans st be simllarly re-exemined, revised ar rejected,

Pragmatism - as a corollary - aceents the fact that there sre commom
goals - congented to as a remult of civilised experiemoe., The stuly of
higtory is here in peint though its vesults are not necessarily binding,
Thus the views, tho beliefs, tho concepte, of Westerm clvilisation need
not be Jettisoned perfodically in faver of soms new pmrely ratiomal
princirle; but may be utilized pragmtically after being stripped of un-
founded claims to represent unchanging #acta,

This approsch to knovledge and experfence (for PRACHATISH i3 an
aporoagh rether than o completed system) - although it has not ebmys gone
under the name of Pragmatigm vhioh is its American versiom hac & long
history in the politissl and coonomic concepts of Western civilization-
primerily in Grect Britain fyom which we inherit so many of our oun now
traditionsl concepts, Meny of the conclusions - rezched (in a rational
manner, possidly) by politienl oconomic theorists in Great Opftain - ware
adopted by ithe femmders of this Country and through the ysars have been
given the pragmtic test, It has besn proved - coneclusively - thet they
are Lmp beliefs, because they have been found through experisnce to work,
Perhapas the moat significant wmse hore in point is that of Johm Looks,
Tolerance wgs one of the cardinal prineiplss for whieh locke stood, and
he:w,asmmmtmofme,tﬂétmﬁmmycfmw%
dogmatic in their baliefs as the Commmists are, ﬂeﬂmmlmiau?ha
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this dogmitism - in turn - rested upon sn assmuption that the mowlelge
unon whrich the bellafs depended was absolutely cartain, BHe then proceeded
to demnstrote tiat, as & miter of fuct, people tend to be jogmatic about
Just thoss belief= which are leest abls to make any claim to be demonetrabls,
His finc] conclusion was that - "We should not e so forwsrd —~ out of an
affectation of urdverscl knowledge — to raise questions and perplex ourselvas
and othere — with disputes nbout things to which omr mmderstandings ars not
suited .., , ..« It 18 of great use to the sailor to know the lengtk of his
line - though he cammot with it fathom all the depths of the ocean, It is
well that he lmows it is leng enough to resch tha bottom at such rlaces as
are nacessary to drect hls voysge mnd cantion him ageinst ruming on shoels
that may ruln hin, Ome tusiness here is mot te Imow el things - Twi those
which concern our comduct,®

Iooke's aprrozeh to knovledge found expression in his palitierl views-
some of which rommin fundsmemtal to our own politicsl beliefs =t the present
time, He detormined thet gbeselute authority leads to o "state of nature”
and that those who wiald it do not stand in & relation of truth and Justice
to their fellow.citizens, Ultimate authority, thercfore, cun lie omly in
ths psople =28 a vhols -~ end the gnly form of rovernment which can aprwo-
priately exprass this principle 1 that which leaves the exscutive functloms
subordinete to an assenbly composad of elsoted representatives of the peopla,
He emphesized the necessity (for living well) of freedom snd tolsronce, freo-
dem for the individual to live his oun life and maintain certain righits sgeinst
the power of his government; tolarence in both palitics and religion for all

those who are not themcelves, in principle, intolerant,
Approved For Release 1QggesffﬂIﬂf-@DP78-O3362A000100010002-5
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These principles sxpounded by locke were expanded and utilizad in other
fields by succeediing British politieazl theoristis - notably Jerezy Bemtham
and John Stuart Mi11, Bentham applied the principles of experience to the
fisld of morals - and came forth with the prineiples of "the greatest good
for the grealest number” - and Indicating the necessity of politic:l insti.-
tutions and a Jggal gystep to adequately achieve that principle, Jokm Stuart
 M111 utilizsad the principles of freedom and tolerstion in mmsn conduct which
Looks and Bemthen had emphasized - and epms forth with one of the cleerest

sxpressions we possess of JNDIVIDUALISM (Op Liberty).

These prineiples have been incorporated by Ameriean political theorists
into the body of our American politicel concepts and foimdations - by Jeffer-
aon, Adams, Franklin, Jackson, Iincoln - and their successors who heve popu-
larized and further expounded the principles based upon the general concept
that that bellef is best which finds general acceptance through axperience
becanse it workg best for the greatest nmumber.

The documents in which these prrineiples are expres:ed ars famillsr to
all of us ~ The Deglapntion of Indspendances The Consiiiution, The Bill of
Righta, the speeches and writings of Idneoln, ste, Those princinles esre
also fardliar to all of us., It is only necessary here to restate them very
triefly - and to affirm the fact that they should ot be comnsddered meyely
as historieal concepts, interesting, but not vital, They gre the ;rinciples
by which we are now governing our conduct - end with Wilch 21l of 1us - ag
menbers of sn organization such as this should be completaly femilisr, We
conzider the most fundementsl of these polditical beliefs to Le the fallowing

{vithin the flgsm work of ‘ _ y):
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1. A belfef - or falth - in the dignity of man, founded m the considern.

o ﬁnﬂu&myﬁ@mhmhmmﬁ#m&ﬁrh&-
self, The talfef thot 4f we parmit emoh indvidual to axarcice 1o oun
oaracitien to the fullagt (Within the necessery limftations of a just,
_Mm)awmwmmwmam
sontributics to his family and to the seaiety in ubich be is living.

And though ve believe that since no society is possiile withoud
MWMQMMhﬁm,am
goveromant. most be estoblished., We glgp beliews that 1t ic the
respometidiy of the mority to yecpost the diguity of the indtvidml.

A farther corollary of this rvinoipls is o belfef in the rights of those
mm‘mwaem-ummww-
0 aritiains the majarity - to meek to yeploce the mjardty.

Mwmmmmuwwmm“
We do not beliove in the state ns an cheolute institutios with
& uill to ubich we mwt conform {(as wen the mjoritics ave mda
to omfoen in Carymist-omtaolled nations),

2. A belief that goverrments derive their powars fyom the eomcent
of the goverrsd (the key woed hewe 15 derive) — that govermmant
comps from balow, not fwem clove; that it comee from mem, not
from dotators} that goveanment looks to the source of all
power in the onsemt of mmn, Jeffarcon stated quits olsexly
Mnm_mwumxmmmmm
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M%faﬂedtQﬂmmmaa,hawmmr@asm
indioate thet "ideslly every comstitution and every lav matwmlly
axpiros with ench new genaretion,® ¥If 1t te enforced any longer -
1% 1s an act of foroe - pat of right,” This sexpde like revolu-
timary dootrine, but it is revolutionary only in the lagal semse -
as &n appaal. to the will of the people,

Wmshmsoﬂm-thatthe.m&ﬁm(wm&z ie
hevesy in Comamist lands) mey serve the purpose of chellemging or
questioning the nssumptions of the coda under which we live ond
thne keep ths code alive, signifiesnt, and meaningful, In the
USSR and Bastorn Burope, tre original has been aliminated and

the des of the State prewsil, In our sooliety - vhen sn edwin.
istretion 1iss for too long or does not serve the recl intarests
of the peorle - yp tam I% out.

Based upon the comoept of ¢an =a an individual snd his equolity
vith othor individuals we belfews, finelly, in the historic
doetrine of oivil liberties, which states that mn is something
less then man unless he 1s possessed of the right o fair trfal
and to fresdm of speach, pms,‘ ascoclation, and veligion,

Jefferson, in his Plret Inangorel, stated this beliaf eloquently:
*If there be any smmg us uho wish to dissoclve this Union - or
change 1ts ropublican form - lot them stand wmdisturbed 2 momn-
mants of the safety with vhich axwer of opinion mey le toleratad
vhere resson is left free to aocmbet it,”"
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Theae, very briefly, are the political idesls to which we adheve, To
ascept these idsels, however, io to incur a responsibility - the respoosd-
tdlity, brought forth by owr pragmtic aprzouch, of making then a reallty -
of meking them k. mi@m&mmmm.wsfwy
are within the genoral scope of hmmen copeaities, it should be fassitle
experdamos, They Lgwn been walidated through experience - they do wegk -
bt ooy vhen the following responsiidilitics are accepled Ly those peorls
1iving wnder these ideals:

1. The resognition and protection of a wide renge of @versitics besed
o the therough understanding of the fact that uhere ggufedty is
impoced a8 m exberzel disaipline, liberty is thereby emcluded.

This mesns the recognition of varying politidal ideas, reces, re-

glous creeda, types of education, ete. - and this is what nolws

desperagy difficult - because foreing pacpls to conform is frequently
casier than talerance,

2, The scceptence of the fect that our idenls are culy pezddally
attainable, mwmamwmmm
wmwmmww. In other wpds, the
sbectote, sll-or-none, prinaipls is only for distatorships - and
perfestloniste met udergo the daaipline of adeptatim to partial
aucoess,

3. The seceptance of the assumption that mesns muet be consonant with
ends ~ and adhorence to the sssuption in the ferm of a gogel be-
havior vhich temds to rwvotect the ideals, The recogmitiom that if

Approved For Release 1999/&&[”@1P78-03362A000100010002-5
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humane and 1iberal ends are desired - ons must behave humanely and
1iberally, The mociety or the individusl which strives for demow
eratic goals - mmst be diseiplined in the use of democratic neans,

Thess ars our polit{iczal ideals and responsibilities, Some brief atten.
tion should also be dmted to our economy which, being = capitalistic
one is the aspect of aur socisty which is undler most constant ettack by
our Marxist oppcnents, And, since they are governed Ly an absolutist
system of thought, the description of the irheremt defects of capltalisnm
which Marx propounded - class warfare, inereasing risery, inevitable
collapoe, and irperfalizm - are gtill held to be sbove the will of men
to change them, Em-thewiaritids&uhiehmfnsasmmiae
that the moral comvictions ef men (their ideals - if you will) gen and
have changed the course of capitalistic developmant, It may be true that
dmaricen capitalism of the turm of the sentury or before deserved the
eritician which is now being leveled against it - but it is not poy walid,
Although the prohlems which it now faces continue to be romentous, it has
thus fer met the pregmatic test - it haa, at least partislly, fulfillal the
1deals of individuslism and liberty within the necessary social framework
and limitations,

Capitalism in the United States represants an economy whieh has not
thrown off complotely the doctrine of individualism which wns onge its
sole fosal point (stemming from the ipdividualism of John Stuart Mill) -
but like Mi11's own individuallsm, it has been tempered by the concept
‘that "the division of the produce of labor should be made in concert with
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scknowledged principles of justice,” M1l stated the social problem of
the future to bs - "hov to unite the greatest individnal liberty of action
with a common owiwrship of the rew materisals of the globs — and an equal
participstion of )l in the benafits of combined laber." This problem is,
&m,ummumﬁmm-ztwmmm
4stio veraion of soclalism, It 48 alas the problem, parhaps not so
tmediste, in the United Btates, Our econmmy - in the course of experience
(and & considerabls amount of strife) has been constantly evelving towerd
that state in which individusliam is teupered by justice, Ye do not feel
that there avre only twe absolute slternatives - sither a system of
complete privete fres snterprise - gr o cemplets state-controllsd oollectivism,
Theye grs other nlternatives.

Ose of our stated politiocsl responsibilities waz the acoeptance of
diversity, steming from the recognition that conformity to gpg prineiple
mfummdm)m\gﬁitthsmlmﬁmofnmﬂyw
individualimm, This is equally sppliocable to owr econordec concapts,

We feel thet thers are more varietiss of fresdom in & society maintain-
ing diversity of economic emterprise than in e socdsty in which only one
form is telormated, In 'this economy ~ more varieties of motivation may be
M-Mvwmmmm-mmmm~
scoperstive enterprise — and t0 a ocertain extsnt govermment-operated
{or controllod) enterprise, This system, we feel, operates om bebalf of
the majority - 4t brings "the greatsst good to the greateet mmber,"”
And 1f g1l alteramtives axcept one were exaluded, only one type of
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mincity could enjoy sn ecenoxdc oxperience - the others, the mejority,
would be frustreted,

O intarpretation of recent higtery indieates that a large messure
of industrial ani econonic plaming 1s inescepslle, We also interpret it
to mean the gounlgle natiomalisation - gyeswgl]l plaming - and the
totalitarien state inevitably coelesce, at the cost of ell individml
values, There ir e differenve, in other words, between a totally planned
soeisty - and o centimously Rlmming soodety. Our experience has led us
to prefer the latter, It provides us with an economy im vhich thare is
i1l Inlividuelistic opportunity, btut uhich at the sams time provides
a flesr to bolster the economically weak,

Pirally - the problem arises of the application of these principles
of the Americen Thesis to the international situstion. The world policy
of this Oountey - wbere the Americen Theais prevails intermally - should
not represent merely a negative asdd-Commnism; it should present a posi-
ﬁuMa!wmm It does, Those idesls have been
trought 1o bear in our intarcational relsticns. There have bosm eoep-
tions, perhaps, serious exosptions - g, by and large, ssveral frportont
prinoiples are being stressed end Luplemented in cur dealings with other
m. Mmt' |

1, The establishmnt of world peace and security through the crgandze~
tioz of the United Nations - a peaoe and seourity that womld give
all netions the means of living safely within thelr bowmdsrios -

;) 2 gy
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wﬂﬂlmﬁww&mt&t their livee might bs lived in
freedom fyom fear and want,

2, The right of all peoples %o chooss the farm of govermment under
whish they will live - self-determirntion (hostility to imperialismm).

3. The sccese of all states, on equnl tewms, to the trode and rav
materisls of the world,

4., Pull cooperation in the sconomic £ield to asmmwe sconomic vecovery
of war-torn arsas and ccomomic stability to others,

5. The 1imitation of armed sggression,

The Cosmunist world at the present time represents an ares in which national
aspirations hove been subwerted snd umen aspirations suppresced, The ex-
tamaion of the Amaricen Thesiz into tho intermational fiald 4s an ettempt
to implement the concepts of the dignity of the individual, self-dstermina.-
tion, civil liberties - and an econondc sscarity compatible with individual
freedom,

These are our beliefs, or ideals - internsl and international, They
reprosent, primerily, a method for meeting oroblems, That method may e
sumed up a5 the experimental applisation of social intslligence - under
demosratic control and with democretic responsibility.

If there is geneoral apgreemant that pragmatism is a tyrdeoally American
approach to philosophy and our outlook on living, vhat Jacques Berzun
has to say is, I think, ralevant, ind certeinly 1t indicctec whet is
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omr geset and ultimate reservolr of sirength:

Teeso.Pragmatism 1s the only form of thought appropriate

to ~ I will not say a demooretic natiom, but oven more lwondily,

& polyglot planet: for pragmatic relativism is Loth a safegusrd
agalapt sbsalutes vhich vhen ambitious invariably turn tyranndesl;
end & safeguard for tlose absolutes when their claims to
universality remain within the bounds of decent social behsvior.
Only o pragmatist will chearfully recognize that soms persons
camnot ldve witlout believing that they sxelusively possess the
uhahtruthabmtnlﬁmmmtm, The reverse tolersnce is not
to ve oxpeoted, since sbsclute authorily cammot in logic or in
fect sceept doubt or dissent,

This iz vhat we offer as an altermative {0 absolutism end totali-
tarisnisn, Internally - we are making our beliefs, our ideals work -
and ve foel, therefore, that they are true bellefs, Intermationally -
ws have not been as succeasful as could be desired, We sesm to be
exhausting the possfbilities of overt diplomatic actiom without outstanding
success, We have dewenstroted a willingness to resort to overt warfare,
but that can nevar be finally successful., We assume, therefore, thzt is
the rossom why a1l of you are hers. You recognize the ;resent necessity
end justification for the use of elandestine methods $o implement and
protect our nrinciples., You reocognize the incomtestatle fact that the
Wmmmammmemﬁsammmmmmak
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by the preponents of absolutism, And you should pow be suare of the fuot
that we feel that these alandestine meens - 8o long as they keep the beaio
pringiples in mind - so long ae we are willing to review sl as wall os
means = o leng o our prinsiplas do not solidify into meelithis dogm
{which would alsn makes the moans wivag) — ave justifiad in pwotecting
the seaurity and assuring the coutimstion of the Amaricen Theeis,

Approved For Release 1999/08/25 : CIA-RDP78-03362A000100010002-5



